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SUBJECT: AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST 
REF: STATE 209574 

1. I CONVEYED SUBSTANCE REFTEL TO FOREIGN MINISTER DENNIS 
MORNING OF OCTOBER 25. FOREIGN MINISTER STATED INTER ALIA: 

(1) GOL NOT RPT NOT CONSIDERING BREAK OF RELATIONS WITH 
ISRAEL; 

(2) IF GOL HAD CONSIDERED RUPTURE, THE BREAK WOLD HAVE 
COME SHORTLY AFTER OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES AND NOT RPT 
NOT NOW WHEN CEASEFIRE IS TAKING HOLD; 

(3) GIVEN CLOSE US-GOL RELATIONS, GOL WOULD NOT CONTEMPLATE 
ACTION OF THIS GRAVITY WITHOUT FIRST CONSULTING US. 
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BUT SAIDGOL AIMS SAME AS OURS IN SEEKING PEACEFUL SOLUTION 
TO MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT. HE WAS MOST APPRECIATIVE OF ROLE 
US HAD PLAYED AS PEACEMAKER AND BELIEVED PRESIDENT TOLBERT 
EFFORTS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE OF US. HE MENTIONED THAT IN 
ADDITION HIS MESSAGES TO PRESIDENT NIXON AND BREZNEV THAT 
TOLBERT HAD SENT PERSONAL MESSAGES TO PRESIDENT QADHAFI AND 
PRESIDENT SADAT APPEALING FOR THEIR PERSONAL EFFORTS ARRIVE 
AT PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID HE FEARED BAND- 
WAGON PSYCHOLOGY IN AFRICA CONCERNING RUPTURE OF RELATIONS 
WITH ISRAEL BUT INDICATED GOL WOULD STAND FAST AGAINST PRESSURE. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID HE WOULD INFORM PRESIDENT TOLBERT 

OF MY DEMARCHE WHEN HE SEES HIM THIS AFTERNOON AT HIS FARM IN 
BONG COUNTY. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH FOREIGN MINISTER WAS QUITE FIRM AND 
CATEGORIC IN HIS STATEMENTS, I PERSONALLY DO NOT BELIEVE GOL 
IS AS SOLID AS HE CLAIMS ON THIS ISSUE. SHOULD NIGERIA BREAK 
RELATIONS, FOLLOWING ON ETHIOPIAN ACTION, I FEEL SURE GOL WILL 
AT LEAST RECONSIDER ITS POSITION. 

4. AFTER DICTATING ABOVE, I RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
ISRAELI AMBASSADOR AT 1600 HOURS SAYING THAT FINANCE 
MINISTER TOLBERT HAD JUST CALLED HIM TO INFORM HIM OF NIGERIAN 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT WAS BREAKING RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. STEPHEN 
TOLBERT SAID NIGERIAN ACTION WOULD "PLACE GOL IN VERY DIFFICULT 
POSITION." ISRAELI AMBASSADOR ASKED THAT I EXERT ALL POSSIBLE 
INFLUENCE TO STIFFEN GOL RESOLVE. I INFORMED HIM OF MY 
DISCUSSSION WITH DENNIS, NOTING THAT OBVIOUSLY DENNIS UNAWARE 
PROSPECTIVE NIGERIAN ACTION. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR SAID DENNIS 

NOW JOINING STEPHEN STOLBERT FOR DISCUSSSION GOL POSITION AND 
AMBASSADOR EXPECTED TO BE CALLED IN MOMENTARILY. 

5. I HAVE JUST RECEIVED CALL TO MEET WITH STEPHEN TOLBERT. 

WILL REPORT FURTHER. 

MANFULL 
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